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Dear

This is in referenceto yourapplication for correctionof yournaval record pursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof NavalRecords,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 24 June1999. Your allegationsof error and injustice
were reviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand proceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby theBoard consistedof your
application, togetherwith all materialsubmittedin support thereof,your naval recordand
applicablestatutes,regulationsandpolicies.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof the entirerecord, the Board found that the
evidencesubmittedwasinsufficient to establishtheexistenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

The Board found that you were dischargedfrom theMarine Corpsby reasonof physical
disability on 22 October1971, due to bilateral chondromalaciapatellae. The Veterans
Administration(VA) awardedyou a combinedrating of 20% for that condition effective23
October1971.

The Board notedthat in order to qualify for temporaryor permanentretirementby reasonof
physicaldisability, a servicememberwho hasnot completed20 years or moreof activeduty
musthavea disability or combinationof disabilities ratedat 30% or higher. Service
memberswhosedisabilitiesdo not meetthe 30% criterion aredischargedwith entitlementto
severancepay, asyou were. Accordingly, yourapplicationhasbeendenied. The namesand
votesof the membersof thepanelWill be furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof yourcaseare such that favorableaction cannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby the Board. In this



regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burdenis on the applicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


